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Background
• The Board considers reopening our
worship space during every meeting
• This presentation is not our set of hard and
fast rules that we feel are a permanent
solution
• It is a snapshot of what we feel is important
and what we are considering now.

How far ahead can we see? Even being
on a high mountain doesn’t mean you
can see far…

• All expectations are that we will be able to
reopen this year, but we do not know yet
about all the details and rules
• BOT is not looking for “Perfection”.
Instead, we are looking for “Good enough
for now. Safe enough to try.”

Worship Arts comments:
• We believe that we will have to have on-line
presence going forth, that we will want more
than an only in-person service.
• Two different services—a custom on-line
service and a separate in-person
service—will not be possible without a
substantial increase in Worship Arts
manpower.
• The committee as it is currently composed
is tapped out with either/or and cannot
possibly do both.
• Based on that, we believe that making our
in-person service available to an on-line
audience is the best way to go about it.

Worship Arts comments:
• We have serious copyright issues with music that
prevent us from “streaming” our services.
• We will have to have a limited participation via an
on-line outlet such as Zoom.
• Having a zoom host that can talk to the zoom
audience as well as share the camera views of
what is going on in the service would probably be
ideal for our level of technology now.
• Worship Arts is now developing a tech group.
Jaunetta Cooper has volunteered to be tech
supervisor to handle these duties, and that team
will marshal the resources that we have, lay out
a plan and budget, and create a smoothly
functioning organization.

Board of Trustees
Considerations:
• In the past, we have considered the end of
this summer to be the most likely time that
we would be ready to reopen.
• Worship Arts has further suggested that the
Incoming Service in mid-August, would be
a good date to use as a peg on the board.
This is a reasonable potential target date.
• Rev. Sarah has a mini-Sabbatical coming
up from mid-June, all of July, and the first
part of August. We have already lined up
Sunday Zoom speakers.
• All the Sundays while Rev. Sarah is off will
be Zoom Sundays.

How to Start?
• We can imagine many scenarios
for slowly starting online services.
• One idea is to have watch parties
in the building, before the official
start date, where a group of
socially distant viewers watches
the online service that we are
creating now, projected on the
screen.
• Another idea, for after we are
officially open, is to have a person
or team that videotapes the service
and streams it via a closed system
like Zoom.

Finances
• Financially the church needs
services to go back in person, if
for no other reason than that we
need the income from the
collection plate.
• There are a lot of fundraising
events that require us to be
present in the building.
• Also, efforts like Share the Plate
and Food on the First work best
with a fund collection associated
with the service.

Get Us Back Inside!
• Our Worship arts team has done a wonderful job of
providing us with meaningful, spirit affirming services
online.
• Their work needs to be applauded and
acknowledged.
• When we go back to in person services, people may
miss some elements of what we have been seeing
online.
• We all get a lot of joy from seeing each other inside,
under our big round window.
• It is better to start to meet in person, even if we have
given up some parts of the online services.

Vaccinations
• Vaccinations: BOT does not want to
require vaccination for persons in the
building attending service (or otherwise).
• It is a matter of privacy AND there can be
valid medical reasons a specific person is
unable to be vaccinated.
• At this point children under 12 are not
eligible for vaccines.
• Ours is an inclusive community by choice.
• We want to attract visitors, not potentially
raise a barrier by requiring vaccination
before attending as a visitor.

Masking
• The CDC guidelines for masking and
spacing are changing and we cannot
predict what they would be by the time
we reopen. We do believe that people
in the Northwoods Community will
behave responsibly.
• At present we are asking people to
wear masks in the building.
• We expect there to be an update to this,
depending on CDC guidelines, by the
time we reopen.

Services and Other
Events
• Will we be going to one or two services? -At the start we will be having a single
service on Sunday.
• As we plan opening, we will need to reach
decisions on how to restart events like
Coffee Hour, Lunch Bunch, Adult Forum,
the Millbend coffee house, committee
meetings, and how RE would be handled.
• Please bear with us while we work out
these details, along with the stakeholders
and organizers.

Small Group Meetings
• We do have a new, published set of
guidelines for small group meetings.
• We ask that groups that wish to meet in
the church contact the Church
Administrator to make sure space is
available, and to keep the church
calendar up to date.
• With current spacing guidelines, the
Garden Room is the best room for up
to meetings of up to 10 individuals, and
room 10 upstairs can accommodate up
to 15.
• At present, we are requesting mask
wearing inside the building.

Are we walking on thin
ice?
• The guidelines that we have been using for
going back to in person services, and that we
have seen from the UUA, were developed at
the start of our lockdown odyssey when risks
were much higher.
• Considering current trends and vaccines that
are available now, these older guidelines
seem to be much too strict.
• It is more realistic to plan our reopening on
our own timetable, and to follow how CDC
guidelines change, responding to local risk
trends.
• We see the goal we are trying to get to, but
we must cross some thin ice to get there.

We Want To Get Back Under
Our Round Window!
• The Board of Trustees will continue to
monitor statistics on new rate cases
and other statistical measures and will
re-open the church when it is safe to
do so.
• This may not necessarily be when we
have perfection, but when we have a
solution that is “Good enough for
now. Safe enough to try.”

Thank you

